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ENGLISH TESTS

Registration Requirements

Applicants for registration must demonstrate fluency in
English. If English is not your first language, English
fluency tests are required to confirm your fluency in
English. Both TOEFL/TSE and the IELTS English
Proficiency tests have been approved by the RNABC Board
of Directors.

TOEFL/TSE
The minimum scores required on the Test of English as a
Foreign Language (TOEFL) and Test of Spoken English
(TSE) are:
e TOEFL 213 (computer-based test)

550 (paper-based test)
e TSE 50

The TOEFL measures general English proficiency and
assesses listening and reading comprehension, knowledge of
grammar structure, and writing ability in English.

The TSE complements TOEFL and indicates ability to
communicate orally in English.

To arrange for TOEFL and TSE, contact:
TOEFL/TSE SERVICES
P.O.Box 6155/6151
Princeton, New Jersey
USA 08541-6155
Telephone (609) 771-7100
E-mail: toefl@ets.org
Internet: www.toefl.org

Allow at least three months to complete the English testing
requirement. This includes the time from the initial enquiry
at a test centre until the test scores are received by RNABC.
(RNABC’s institution code is 9115).

IELTS

The International English Language Testing System (IELTS)
tests listening, reading, speaking and writing for general
English proficiency. The minimum academic test score
required is an overall band score of 6.5 with a band score of
7 on the speaking test and no band score less than 6.

For more information or to arrange for an IELTS test
contact:

In British Columbia :  Sarah Fleming

IELTS Test Centre

Simon Fraser University
Telephone:(604) 291-5930

Internet: www.sfu.ca/ielts

Outside of B.C.: Internet: www.ielts.org
Telephone: (UK) 44-161-957-7755
or (Australia) 61-2-6285-8222

Test Scores
When applying for the tests, please arrange to have your test
scores sent directly to RNABC.

Scores are considered valid for two years only. You may
need to repeat the tests if you have not become registered
before the two year limit has expired.

Test Preparation

Taking these tests more than once can be costly to you and
delays your eligibility for registration. To help you pass the
first time, you may want to use exam preparation materials
or enroll in preparation classes before taking the English
proficiency tests. IELTS preparation materials are available
from the Simon Fraser University Book Store. For
information about IELTS preparation classes, please contact
the IELTS testing centre at Simon Fraser University
directly. Other materials and information can be found in
most libraries. Additional ESL/EAL (English as a Second
Language/English as an Additional Language) classes are
also helpful for applicants residing in B.C. A list of
resources to help prepare for the tests is available from
RNABC Regulatory Services.

Waiving the English Test Requirement

In some exceptional cases, the English test requirement may
be waived if you can demonstrate fluency according to
criteria established by the Registration Committee.
Information about applying for a waiver of the tests is
outlined on the reverse.

Applying to have the English tests waived will not
necessarily shorten the application process. Depending on
the individual circumstances and the type of documentation
available, the decision process can take three months or more.
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Applying to have the English testing requirement waived

Any applicants wanting to request the English testing requirement be waived needs to:
1. apply in writing;

2. state how they meet the established criteria for waiving of the test(s); and

3. provide documentation and other information to support the request.

The English testing requirement may be waived, under 5.16(1) Nurses (Registered) Act Rules if the applicant demonstrates
apparent fluency by:
1. a. providing evidence of fluency in English (i.e., two references attesting to fluency from credible persons whose first
language is English, one of whom is an employer or ESL teacher), and
having achieved a score of 45 on the TSE and a score of at least 540/207 on the TOEFL, and
c. meeting at least one of the following requirements:
i. education in English: completed a minimum of four years of secondary and/or post secondary education in
English in a country/province where English is recognized as the primary language*; or
ii. employment in an English-speaking setting: has been employed at the registered or graduate nurse level for
a minimum of 1125 hours in the past five years in a health care facility where English is the primary language
spoken; or
iii. registration in Canada: has been registered in another Canadian province/territory where English is the primary
language used and where the applicant met English test requirements equivalent to those required by RNABC;
or
iv. demonstrated fluency by alternate means:
—  satisfactorily completed, within the previous two years, an approved/recognized nursing refresher or
qualifying course in Canada having both theory and clinical practice; or
—  passed the CGFNS (Commission for Graduates of Foreign Nursing Schools) examination within the
previous two years prior to assessment for registration in British Columbia, for waiving of the TOEFL
examination only.

Applicants whose request to waive the English fluency test requirement is denied have the right to request reconsideration

of the decision by the Registration Committee. The committee will consider requests only from applicants who have

attempted, at least once, the TOEFL/TSE tests or IELTS test. All requests must:

1. be in writing;

2. state the reasons why the tests should be waived according to the above criteria;

3. include two references from credible sources whose first language is English and who have had an opportunity to assess
the applicant’s English fluency, such as an instructor, employer or supervisor; and

4. provide documentation to support the request for reconsideration such as English courses, educational courses or
programs, etc.

The Registration Committee will review the request and make a recommendation to the Board of Directors who can either
grant the request or deny it. This process can take up to three months depending on meeting schedules and when all the
necessary documentation is available.

* Source: Katzner, Kenneth (1995). The Languages of the World. Routledge: London
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